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Part One: The Map
! There have been many different queens named 
Isabel over the years. This story is about Queen Isabel 
of Portugal. She lived a long time ago, in the days                                
of knights and castles.



! Isabel was a kind queen who was 
known for helping people by giving away 
food and money. She often wore simple 
clothes, and she was concerned about those 
who did not have as much as she did. 

 





" Isabel was Queen of Portugal, and 
Portugal’s neighbor is the country of Spain. 
When Isabel was queen, there was a town called 
Serpa between Portugal and Spain, and no one 
could agree about which country it belonged to. 
People in Portugal said Serpa should be 
Portuguese, and people in Spain said it should 
be Spanish.



 



! This problem with Serpa bothered 
people so much that they got ready to fight 
over it. All the knights started putting on 
their armor and picking up their spears. They 
started climbing onto their horses, lining up 
into armies, and all that usual stuff that 
knights did back then.





" Fortunately, before anyone got hurt fighting over 
Serpa—which would have been silly, because of 
course the town was not going to stand up and walk 
over to one side or the other, no matter how much 
people fought over it—Queen Isabel helped fix the 
problem. She helped people from Spain and Portugal 
draw a new map that showed which country owned 
what. Portugal was here, Spain was over there, and 
between them was a border. People agreed to that 
border, and it still looks the same today, seven 
hundred years later.
 
! All the knights took off their armor and put their 
spears away.



On this map, Portugal is brown and Spain is pink. Can you find Serpa?



Part Two: The Mule
! Queen Isabel was married to 
King Dennis of Portugal.



! King Dennis had two sons. One was the 
Crown Prince, and the other was named 
Afonso. Queen Isabel was the mother of the 
Crown Prince, and Afonso was his step-brother.



The Crown Prince and Afonso playing with each other. 



! The Crown Prince and Afonso did not get along.

! They fought about who was their dad’s favorite. 
They also fought about which one would get the 
first turn with the soccer ball on Saturdays, and 
which one would get to pick what dessert they 
would all have on Friday nights. Later on they 
fought about who would get to rule which parts of 
Portugal when they got older.



! It got so bad, as the Crown Prince and Afonso 
grew older, that King Dennis got mixed up in the 
arguments. He and the Crown Prince became angry 
with each other. Eventually all the knights heard 
about it, and, well, you know what happened next: 
The knights all started putting on armor and 
picking up their spears. 



 

! They started climbing onto their horses, 
lining up into armies, and all that usual stuff 
that knights did back then.



King Dennis was on 
one side, leading 
one army . . . 

! Armies of knights actually lined up, ready to 
fight, on either side of a big field called Alvalade.



 Can you believe it?

 . . . while his son the 
Crown Prince was on 
the other side leading 
his own army.



" Fortunately Queen Isabel saved the day, 
again. She rode out all by herself on a mule 
between the two armies. She told them to calm 
down and put their weapons away.





! By keeping people talking to each other, 
and by even getting on her own mule if she 
had to, Queen Isabel helped the Portuguese 
live in peace as much as she could.

! Is it that easy to make peace? If you 
make agreements with people, and you 
keep them talking to each other, will that 
keep them from fighting? Well, sometimes it 
works, and it’s always a good place to start. 



 

 

 



Notes

Queen Isabel lived from 1271 to 1336.  She was also known as Isabella, Elizabeth, and Isabel of 
Aragon. She is considered a saint in the Catholic Church -- Saint Elizabeth of Portugal.

King Dennis was also known as Denis, Dinis, and Diniz. Both the Crown Prince and his half-
brother were named Afonso; the Crown Prince became King Afonso IV. His half-brother is also 
known as Afonso Sanches.

Much of the border between Portugal and Spain was defined by the Treaty of Alcañices in 
1297; Isabel’s involvement is mentioned in “Relations between Portugal and Castile in the Late 
Middle Ages – 13th-16th centuries,” Vicente Ángel Álvarez Palenzuela, Autonoma University 
of Madrid; available online. 

The map on the 11th page is oriented sideways; north is to the right. 
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Oval photo of statue: by Joseolgon (Own work), via Wikimedia Commons; statue in Museu da 
Povoa de Varzim

Print of Isabel and the beggar: C. 18th Century, courtesy of Manuel de Sousa Cardoso

Painting of Serpa: by Miki de Goodaboom. Used by permission.

Army of knights: Detail, Batalha de Aljubarrota, c. 1480. Jean d'Wavrin (Chronique d'Angleterre), 
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Map: Detail, Portugalliae, 1561. From Library of Congress digital archive. 

King Dennis, Isabel on the mule, and the last portrait of Isabel: From A Rainha Santa: D. Isabel 
D'Aragao. By Armando Da Silva and Caldas Cordeiro; Lisbon, Guimaraes, Libanio y Cia., 1903.



(Illustrations continued)

The Crown Prince and Afonso: Detail, David with musicians and dancing children, 15th Century, 
[Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons.

Boys fighting: Children Fighting Over Chestnuts, detail, Francisco de Goya [Public domain], via 
Wikimedia Commons

Line of knights: Señal real de Aragón en el Vidal Mayor (Fueros de Aragón, Huesca, 13th Century), 
[Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

Mounted knight: By William Caxton, printer [Public domain], via Wikimedia Commons

Chess piece, seated: Photograph by Nachosan (Own work) [CC-BY-SA-3.0 (http://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Chess piece, mounted: By Rob Roy (Flickr: Knight, Lewis Chessmen, British Museum) [CC-
BY-2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0)], via Wikimedia Commons

Thanks

! Thank you foremost to Miki de Goodaboom for her time, patience, and lovely 
paintings of Portugal. 

! Thanks also to Luis Montalvão and Manuel de Sousa Cardoso for the print of Isabel 
distributing alms. 

	
 And as always to Mary for her reading and support. 
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